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Nazism and the rise of Hitler

Question 11.

What is hyperinflation ? What were the factors that led to
hyperinflation in Germany ?

Answer:

Hyperinflation is a situation when prices rise phenomenally high. This
situation occurred in Germany in 1932 due to following reasons :

e Germany had fought the war largely on loans and had to pay
war reparations in gold. This depleted gold reserves at a time
resources were scarce.

e In 1923 Germany refused to pay, and the French occupied its
leading industrial area, Ruhr, to claim their coal. Germany
retaliated with passive resistance and printed paper currency
recklessly. With too much printed money in circulation, the
value of the German mark fell.

Question 12.

Explain the factors which led to the rise of Hitler in Germany.
Answer:

The factors which led to the rise of Hitler in Germany were :



e Germany was compelled to sign the treaty by which she had to
pay a huge war indemnity. This treaty created the feeling of
dissatisfaction among the people of Germany. The Weimar
Republic was regarded as a symbol of national disgrace. Hitler
assured the Germans about the restoration of the old prestige,
so they became his followers.

e Germany had to face a Great Economic crisis after the First
World War. Many soldiers were no more in service, so they
became unemployed. Trade and commerce were ruined. In
1929, there was, however, a great slump in Europe. Germany
was in the grip of unemployment and starvation. The prices rose
and the value of money fell.

e The Germans had no faith in democracy. It was against their
culture and tradition. They, at once, gave support to a strong
man of action like Hitler who could turn their dreams into
reality.

Question 13.

What were the provision of the famous Enabling Act ?
Answer:

On 3 March 1933, the famous Enabling Act was passed. The
provisions of the Enabling Act were given below :

e This Act established dictatorship in Germany. It gave Hitler all
powers to sideline Parliament and rule by decree.

e All political parties and trade unions were banned except for the
Nazi Party and its affiliates. The state established complete
control over the economy, media, army and judiciary.

e Special surveillance and security forces were created to control
and order society in ways that the Nazis wanted.



e (Question 14.
What promises did Hitler make to the German people ? How did
he mobilise them ?
Answer:
Hitler was a powerful speaker. His passion and his words moved
people. He promised to build a strong nation, undo the injustice
of the Versailles Treaty and restore the dignity of the German
people.

e He promised employment for those looking for work, and a
secure future for the youth. He promised to weed out all foreign
influences and resist all foreign ‘conspiracies’ against Germany.

e Hitler devised a new style of politics. He understood the
significance of rituals and spectacle in mass mobilisation. Nazis
held massive rallies and public meetings to demonstrate the
support for Hitler and instil a sense of unity among the people.
The Red banners with the Swastika, the Nazi salute, and the
ritualised rounds of applause after the speeches were all part of
this spectacle of power.
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